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R e c o r d s of L o t u s Ltd.., 

Footwear M a n u f a c t u r e r s , of 


Holloways: I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e , Veedon Road, 

Northampton. 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/217 


L o t u s L t d . a r e t h e o l d e s t shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r s i n Northampton 

I n 1814, Thomas. B o s t o c k , a n a t i v e o f Heage, D e r b y s h i r e , moved t o 

S t a f f o r d and s e t up i n a s m a l l way as  boot and shoe maker. L a t e r 
a


w i t h h i s t h r e e s o n s , Thomas B o s t o c k founded b u s i n e s s e s a t S t a f f o r d , 

Stone and i n 1836, at" Northampton and t h e n , i n 1840, he r e t i r e d . 

H i s e l d e s t son, E d w i n , t o o k over t h e S t a f f o r d f a c t o r y , s p e c i a l i z i n g 

i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f women's shoes, w h i l s t a n o t h e r s o n y - F r e d e r i c k , 

r a n t h e f a c t o r y a t C o l l e g e S t r e e t , Northampton, making f i n e q u a l i t y 

men's shoes. 


I n 1890, F r e d e r i c k B o s t o c k a c q u i r e d a new f a c t o r y i n V i c t o r i a 

S t r e e t , Northampton, where he l i v e d . T h i s f a c t o r y was extended 

s e v e r a l t i m e s on t h e s i t e between V i c t o r i a S t r e e t , Newland and Ladys 

Lane i n 1916, i n 1921, when i t became a t h r e e s t o r e y b u i l d i n g , and 

f i n a l l y a f o u r t h s t o r e y was added w h i c h became the C l i c k i n g Room. 

The p r e m i s e s of t h e E v e r s l e y Commercial H o t e l were a l s o a c q u i r e d f o r 

t h e employees canteenand s t a f f shop. 


I n 1912, F r e d e r i c k B o s t o c k became the Managing D i r e c t o r o f 

t h e p r i v a t e company, F r e d e r i c k B o s t o c k L t d . I n 1913. a n o t h e r ' f a c t o r y 

was opened a£ Countess Road, Northampton, t o produce t h e " V e l d t s c h o e n " 

shoe ( t h e idea- f o r t h i s shoe came f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a , where t h e y were 

o r i g i n a l l y worn t o keep out t i c k s , b u t were a l s o e x t r e m e l y w a t e r p r o o f ) . 

T h i s t y p e o f shoe produced by L o t u s L t d . e v c a - t o d a y , h e l p e d t o make 

t h e Company's name. Mr E.S. P e r r y was manager at t h i s t i m e o f b o t h 

t h e C o n t e s s Road and V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r i e s . 


I n 1919, F r e d e r i c k B o s t o c k L t d . amalgamated w i t h E d l w i n B o s t o c k 

& Co. L t d . o f S t a f f o r d and S t o n e , t o become L o t u s L t d . Henry B o s t o c k 

of S t a f f o r d became Chairman, F r e d e r i c k B o s t o c k of Northampton became 

V i c e - C h a i r m a n and t h e Managing D i r e c t o r s were Henry John B b s t o c k and 

F r e d e : i c k Marson B o s t o c k o f S t a f f o r d . L o t u s L t d . t h e n became manu
f a c t u r e r s and d i s t r i b u t o r s o f b o o t s and shoes s o l d under t h e " L o t u s " 

and " D e l t a " t r a d e names. The f a c t o r i e s s t i l  l c o n t i n u e d t o be r a n 

s e p a r a t e l y , w i t h t h e S t a f f o r d and S t o n e f a c t o r i e s making l a d i e s shoes 

and t h e Northampton f a c t o r i e s making men's shoes. (.Ihe Countess Road 

f a c t o r y was c l o s e d i n 1921). However, i n 1940 the v a r i o u s f a c t o r i e s 

o f L o t u s L t d . were i n t e g r a t e d , w i t h t h e l a r g e s t f a c t o r y a t S t a f f o r d 

becoming a l s o a warehouse f o r t h e shoes made a t the o t h e r f a c t o r i e s . 


When F r e d e r i c k B o s t o c k d i e d , h i s son N e v i l l e B o s t o c k , became t h e 

Managing D i r e c t o r o f the: V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r y and James B o s t o c k 

became t h e Managing D i r e c t o r o f S t a f f o r d . - I n c. 1950, James B o s t o c k 

Bscame Managing D i r e c t o r of b o t h f a c t o r i e s , 




NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 


i c e cords of Lotus L t d . 

(cont.) 


In 1952, the Company was taken over by a f i n a n c i e r , a Mr. Wolfson 

who then s o l d i t t o a Mr. Rowlands who, i n about 1970, so l d the 

Company to Debenhams L t d . 

The V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r y was demolished d u r i n g the e a r l y 1970's 

t o make way f o r the G r e y f r i a r s Bus S t a t i o n and between 1968and 1973 

the employees of Lotus L t d . were g r a d u a l l y moved t o a new purpose
b u i l t f a c t o r y on the Holloways I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e , Weedon Road, North
am pt on. 


Todayy -MrT"Harris i s the General Manager of the Northampton f a c t o r y , 

which produces h i g h - q u a l i t y men's shoes and l a d i e s g o l f shoes, which 

have been exported t o v i r t u a l l y every country in t h e world and s o l d i n 

B r i t a i n through 4,000 agents, m a i l order f i r m s and i n high s t r e e t 

s t o r e s . 


May 1978 
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Lotus L t d . 


1 *Plan of f a c t o r y of F r e d e r i c k Bostock, V i c t o r i a

S t r e e t , Northampton. 


2 *Plan of f a c t o r y of F r e d e r i c k Bostock.Ltd.,

V i c t o r i a S t r e e t , Northampton. 


3 *Plan of f a c t o r y of Lotus L t d . , V i c t o r i a S t r e e t ,

Northampton. 


4 ^Brochure and p l a n of f a c t o r y of Lotus L t d . ,

Holloways I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e , Weedon Road, 

Northampton. 


5 *Volume of A r t i c l e s of A s s o c i a t i o n and r e l a t e d

documents concerning Edwin Bostock & Co. L t d . , 

S t a f f o r d , F r e d e r i c k Bostock L t d . of Northamp
ton and Lotus L t d . 


6 *Costings Book:

Divided i n t o c a t e g o r i e s of c o s t i n g s : 
a) Labour costs f o r each department, i n c l u d i n g 


non-productive l a b o u r c o s t s . 

b) Costs of n a i l s f o r g o l f shoes, r o y a l t i e s and 


packaging. 

c) Costs of m a t e r i a l s f o r each department. 

djWarehouse allowances e.g. f o r exp o r t i n g shoes, 


a d v e r t i s i n g , e t c . and p r i c e t a b l e of shoe 

p r i c e s at f a c t o r y and r e t a i l . 


7 *Sheet showing p r o f i t s and rese r v e s of Lotus: -

L t d . 


* 
8 *A handwritten account of v a r i o u s jobs i n the


f a c t o r y by T.S. P e t t i t t , an employee of Lotus 

L t d . 


i 


9 * L i s t of s e v e r a l types of i n s o l e stamps f o r


men's shoes. 


0 * L i s t of l a s t names and numbers.


1 * L i s t of bottom l e a t h e r types - d e f i n i t i o n of

" s t u f f " 


2 *Revised l i s t of tannage stamps, i . e . l e t t e r s


stamped on s o l e s t o i n d i c a t e tannage. 


3 *As above.
4 * L i s t of l a s t names and numbers f o r men's shoes. 

 c.1904 


 Oct 1916 


 1952 


^ J u l y 1973 


 1919 


 1946-1951 


 1919-1938 


 c.1950 


 3rd. Sept 1930 


 c.1930 


 11th. Sept 1929 


 16th. March 1948 


 6th. May 1 9 4 9 
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Lotus L t d . 
(cont.) 

15

16
.

17

18

19

1
2

5

4

 *Inventory of a l  l p l a n t and machinery, e l e c t r i c
power and l i g h t i n g i n s t a l l a t i o n s , s p r i n k l e r s , 
steam, gas and water p i p i n g , o f f i c e f u r n i t u r e , 
f i x t u r e s , f i t t i n g s , l a s t s , p a t t e r n s , knives 
and u t e n s i l s i n each department of Lotus L t d . , 
V i c t o r i a S t r e e t , Northampton. 

 *Book of r e p o r t s of c a l l s made b y D.W.T. Poole
and E.S. Bates of Lotus Ltd.( on U.S.A. f o o t 

 wear d e a l e r s ) . 
C o n t a i n i n g loose l i s t s : -
a) S t a t e s of the U.S.A. and t h e i r c a p i t a l 

c i t i e s . 
b) D e f i n i t e requests f o r " f o l l o w i n g - u p " c a l l s , 

w i t h names of customers, date v i s i t e d and 
date f o r next c a l l . 

c) U.S.A. s p l i t - u p of t e r r i t o r y between the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Lotus L t d . 

d) American salesmen and the t e r r i t o r i e s 
covered by each. 

e) U.S.A. stock s t y l e s . 
 *Xerox copy of i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r stopping and

r e - s t a r t i n g f a c t o r y machinery on A r m i s t i c e 
Day f o r 2 minutes s i l e n c e . 

 *Brochure c o n t a i n i n g route map of the B r i t i s h
A l p i n e Hannibal E x p e d i t i o n . 

 * L e a f l e t - "The Shoemakers"  a h i s t o r y of 
shoemaking through the ages and a b r i e f h i s 
t o r y of Lotus L t d . 
Photographs 

 The V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r y . '
 The Elephant Boots made by Lotus L t d . f o r the

B r i t i s h A l p i n e Hannibal E x p e d i t i o n . 
 The d e m o l i t i o n of the V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r y

(2 v i e w s ) . 
A s c h o o l p a r t y v i s i t t o the new f a c t o r y , Weedon
Road. 

 14th. June 1941 

 1949 

 11th. Nov 1920 

 1959 

 1929 
 1959 

 1970's 

 1970's 

5 Photograph album c o n t a i n i n g :
a)View of V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r y . 
bJThe o f f i c e s t a f f of Lotus L t d . 
c)Mr. T.E. Sharman, c h i e f designer. 

 1929 
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Lotus L t d . 


(cont.) 


Photographs (cont.) 


5 d')Mr. T.E. Biggs, General Manager. 

e)The f a c t o r y f o r g e . 

f j T h e wages department. 
g) The c l i c k i n g room. 

h) the l e a t h e r s t o r e 

i ) The f a c t o r y from Newland 

j)The p r i n t t a g room 

k)The carpentry room 

l)The f i n i s h i n g room 

m)The general s t o r e s 

a)Mr-.-,L.N. Ogden, General Stores Buyer. 

o)The making r o c t (2 views) 

p)The h e e l i n g s e c t i o n of the making room. 

q)Mr. F. Bostock, Managing D i r e c t o r . 


6 The V i c t o r i a S t r e e t f a c t o r y and wrought i r o n gates. c.1968 


7 Framed view of the c l o s i n g room, V i c t o r i a S t r e e t . 1900 


8 Lotus L t d . f o o t b a l l team. 1925 


9 Book of photographs of Lotus L t d . , Northaampton and 

S t a f f o r d . 1920 


10 Mr. James Bostock being presented with h i s 40 years 

l o n g s e r v i c e medal by Mr. Godfrey Bostock. L e f t t o 

r i g h t - Mr. Godfrey Bostock, Mr. G i l b e r t Bbstock and 

Mr. James Bostock. Jan.1961 


11' L e f t t o r i g h t - Annabel Bostock and E l s p e t h Bostock 

(daughters of Mr. James Bostock), Mr. Godfrey Bos
tock and Mr, James Bostock. - 1955 


12 P o r t r a i t of Mr. Thomas Bostock 1777-1865, founder 11959 
of the business 

15 Photograph of poste r showing Edwin Bostock and 


F r e d e r i c k Bostock. c.1860 


Catalogues 


Kept f o r reference by Lotus L t d . 1935-current 


Miscellaneous 


1 L e t t e r re the mending of the r o o f of the E v ? r s l e y 

Commercial H o t e l , Newland. 1i927 


2 L e t t e r from G:. Pankhurst, s t e e p l e j a c k re examination 

of chimney s h a f t of Lotus L t d . 1921 


3 Obituary n o t i c e of Mr. H.J. Bostock 28 Deer. 1956 



